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Our Learning Goals: 
 

• Students will create, identify, describe, 
compare, represent, and build with 2-D and 3-D 
shapes and explore their function.   

• Students will explore the relationship between 
2-D and 3-D shapes as they match the faces of 
Geoblocks to corresponding 2-D shapes.  

• Make 2-D and 3-D shapes by combining shapes.  
 

    Why Is my Child Learning Strategies? 
 

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) are 
the standards Texas teachers follow to ensure a 
quality education for all students.  Our standards 
specifically state that it is important for students to 
solve problems using multiple strategies and 
mathematical relationships. 

 

“Students with good number sense can think and 
reason flexibly with numbers, use numbers to solve 
problems, spot unreasonable answers, understand 
how numbers can be taken apart and put together 
in different ways, see connections among the 
operations, figure mentally and make reasonable 
estimates.” “In contrast, students with poor 
number sense tend to rely on procedures rather 
than reason, often do not notice when answers or 
estimates are unreasonable and have limited 
numerical common sense.”  (Marilyn Burns, About 
Teaching Mathematics) 

 
 
 
 

How Can I Help My Student? 
 

In Kindergarten, it is perfectly natural for students 
to refer to shapes and solids by common objects 
(i.e. a triangle is a piece of pizza, or a cube is a 
box). As students are beginning to learn about 
these shapes formally, it is important to reinforce 
the formal names. Students will begin to use the 
formal language as it is modeled for them.  
 
Vocabulary: 
Circle 
Triangle – examples of all types of triangles 
Rectangle  
Square – this is also a rectangle, but with equal 
length sides 
Cylinder 
Cone 
Sphere 
Cubes 
 
 

What Activities Can I Do At Home? 
Shape Hunt 

Shapes are everywhere. Talk with your child 
about the shapes you see every day. Together, 
you can look at everything from the shapes of 
buildings in your neighborhood to the shapes of 
boxes and cans in the supermarket. For example, 
“Look at that part of the building that is shaped 
like a trapezoid.” At other times, you can ask your 
child to look for specific shapes: “See how many 
things you can find that are triangles while we 
walk/drive to school.” 

 

Making Shapes 

At home, your child might use clay, building blocks, 
drinking straws, or yarn to make different shapes.   

 

 
Ask your child, “Can you make a shape with three 
sides?... Do you know what that shape is called?” 
Or, “Can you make a cube?...How many sides or 
faces does it have?”  

 

Seeing Shapes Inside Shapes 

Encourage your child to look for patterns or designs 
made from different shapes. For example, ask: “Can 
you find squares on the floor (or wallpaper or on a 
building?” or “Are there any patterns made from 
triangles?” or “Do you see any hexagons in all of 
those triangles?” 

 

Math and Literature You can find the following 
books in your local library and read them together. 

Angelou, Maya. My Painted House, My Friendly 
Chicken, and Me 

Burns, Marilyn. The Greedy Triangle 

Dodds, Dayle Ann. The Shape of Things 

Ehlert, Lois. Color Zoo 

Falwell, Cathryn. Shape Space 

Hoban, Tana. Shapes, Shapes, Shapes 

Rogers, Paul. The Shapes Game

  

How Will My Child Be Assessed? 

Each student will be assessed individually through 
conversations with the teacher, and/or 
observations in small groups.  

 


